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Summer 2021 
 

 

 

Dedicated to 

Michelle Annette Ligon 

1960 -2021 
 

Our former editor is no longer with us.  Her tragic death last April has left a lingering sorrow 

in our hearts.  Michelle was dedicated to producing a beautiful newsletter for our organization and 

in speaking with her on many occasions I knew it also brought her great joy. 

 

Michelle was a kind, gentle lady who was always ready to 

help. She had been an active participant in the North Carolina 

Daniel Bone Heritage Trail since its inception, serving as 

secretary and president. As tourism and marketing director of 

Explore Boone, Michelle brought many professional talents to 

the table. Her genuine interest and research into the life and 

adventures of Daniel Boone in North Carolina will be shared 

in future issues of The Trailblazer.   

 

Michelle’s Legacy in Her Hand 

 

I am in love with Boone, NC. A resident of the area for the past 

35 years, I have been a student at Appalachian State 

University, a mother of two children, a fan of mountain 

heritage and a PR and visitor specialist for the local tourism 

industry since 2001. Through social media, I enjoy engaging 

with fans and followers of the Boone area who want to learn 

more about the High Country. 

History and Southern Appalachian culture have always 

interested me, so volunteering as a docent at Hickory Ridge 

Living History Museum is a lot of fun. I am lucky to be able to 

spend quality time keeping a husband and two cats happy. 
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Following My Boone Family in North Carolina 

By Robert Alvin Crum 

As a child, I was frequently told that I’m a direct descendant of the 

well-known explorer Daniel Boone and his wife Rebecca Bryan. 

The comment would usually arise while visiting my great 

grandmother’s farm, and it’s through her that I’m a descendant. 

Someone would mention actor Fess Parker and his portrayal of 

Boone on the television series Daniel Boone. The television story’s 

accuracy was never a part of our conversation. Mention of the 

program triggered a discussion about Boone being family. Over 

fifty years ago, I was a Boy Scout, and members of our Troop spent 

four days hiking the Cumberland Gap. This was another event that 

initiated discussion about being a direct descendant of Daniel Boone. 

I studied political science and history in college and even attended law school for a couple 

years. However, the history of my Boone family was not a part of these studies. and their 

stories had receded to the back of my memory. 

When I moved to North Carolina in 1989, suddenly, a light clicked on! As I began looking 

around and seeing so much history about my Boone and Bryan ancestors, curiosity got the 

best of me. I grew up with the stories about Daniel Boone exploring Kentucky but never 

learned much about his life in North Carolina from 1751 to 1779. 

I began extensive research into the lives of the Boones and Bryans in North Carolina during 

the French & Indian War, the Cherokee Wars, the Regulator Movement, and the American 

Revolution. Research is not only completed in libraries and government records but also 

by experiencing the places where they lived, worked, fought, and even died. Many of 

these sites can be found along the North Carolina Daniel Boone Heritage Trail. I 

experience their lives by doing such things as taking up deer hunting, field dressing them, 

cooking and eating venison and using their hides and bones to make useful items. I also hike 

theses historic places and kayak the Yadkin and New Rivers to more closely experience the 

places known to them. 

The Boones and Bryans lived during a time of cultural conflict which set the stage for 

America’s migration west. As a visual artist, I completed and have exhibited a grant and 

awarding winning body of oil and watercolor paintings under the title “Return to the Land of 

My Ancestors.” I’m writing articles and working on a series of books to help tell this story. 

Presentations and talks are also being given at places such as Iredell Museums, Rowan 

Museum, Davidson County Library, and Hickory Ridge Living History Museum. 

In recent years, I moved into a more remote part of the North Carolina mountains where I 

live closely with the same wildlife that surrounded the Boones. It gives me a peaceful place 

to focus and work on the story of Daniel Boone and his life in North Carolina. 

 

¶ Artist and author Robert Crum is a member of the NC Daniel Boone Heritage Trail 

and a Board member of the Boone Society, Inc. 
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Searching for Boone’s Home 

 
Earlier this spring members and guests of the North Carolina Daniel Boone Heritage Trail 

gathered near Farmington, in Davie County for a history lesson and tour of the Boone home 

site on Sugar Tree Creek.  

 

Sim and Michelle DeLapp, of Lexington, presented the group with maps and materials 

documenting the site. The couple are professional in their research of Boone in North 
Carolina, carefully collecting primary and secondary documents pertaining to the 

Boone -Bryan families in the area. 

 

It is believed that Rebecca and Daniel Boone lived in a log cabin here with their five children 

and possibly other family members in the mid-1700s before moving further up the Yadkin 

River in what is now Wilkes County. 

 

The group walked to the old cabin site and to the banks of Sugar Tree Creek before having a 

round of Q& A and settling in the shade for a picnic lunch. 

 

 
 

Elk Pie ĺ adapted 18th century receipt  

prepared on the hearth of the historic 

Cleveland House at the Wilkes Heritage 

Museum. Preparation for the meat, potato 

and onion pie was based on old English 

receipt much like a steak and kidney pie. 

 

This prized elk was provided by the cook’s 

son, Lane Bradford, who harvested it in 
Colorado and brought some back for her.  

 

During the time Boone hunted the valleys of 

the Blue Ridge elk roamed. the area in large numbers. 
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Daniel Boone Day September 25th 2021 
10 am – 5 pm 

Whippoorwill Village ĺ Ferguson, NC 

 

Old time skills͠log cabins͠music͠games͠food͠gift shop  

Admission $10 
follow on Facebook 

 

 
 

Note from President Mary Bohlen: Please excuse our Trailblazer detour for this issue. 

We are currently looking for someone who can help us produce a quality newsletter as the 

ones Michelle Ligon made possible. We welcome all of our newest members and are 

appreciative of your interest in following Boone in North Carolina. 

Thanks also to Davie County, TDA, Explore Wilkesboro, and Explore Boone for your 

faithful support. 
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Thank you to Doris Short and 

Total Real Estate Mocksville for 

sponsoring our Boone Heritage 

Trail Newsletters.  

 

Ashley Winkler Price and Horn in the West 
 

“Daniel Boone was the coolest dude ever”, says Ashley Price who grew up spending summers at Horn in 

the West with her dad, Billy Ralph Winkler who was general 
manager of the outdoor drama. From the edge of the stage she spent 

hours watching the dancers and players practice, and this was when 

Boone became this young girl’s hero.  

 

Today Ashley Price is still involved with the summer drama serving 

as House Manager. As a child Ashely thought of Boone as a strong, 

brave mountain man full of adventure, a leader who helped people. 

  

 
 

Nothing has changed. He’s still a hero of the 

American frontier. 

 

 

 

The North Carolina Daniel Boone Heritage 

Trail is pleased and honored to have been given 

recognition in this ad placed in the 2021 
Program of Horn in the West outdoor drama. 

 

We encourage you to include this fun family 

outing in your summer activities.  

 

 

 
The North Carolina Daniel Boone Heritage 

Trail, Inc. is a 501 (c) 3 dedicated to  

promoting and preserving the life of Boone  

in North Carolina.   

 

To learn more about the NCDBHT visit 

www.ncdanielboonetrail.org or follow  
on Facebook. 
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